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M.A. HISTORY PART I

Semester I

Socio-Cultural History of India till 8th Century

(Core Courses-3)

Code No. 108503 Credits: 4 Lectures: 60 Marks: 100

Objectives:
 To understand the forces and factors behind social stratification and the
processes involved in the formation of varna and jati in India.

 To be acquainted with developments in religion and philosophy of the period.

 To study the system of education and rise and growth of languages and literature

therein.

 To get knowledge of the origin, evolution and spread of art and architecture in

north and south in early India.

Course Content: Credit Lectures Marks

I : Ancient Indian Social order: 1 15 25

a) Family
b) Gender
c) Varna/Jati

II : Ancient Indian Education and Literature: 1 15 25`

a) Education: Elementary and Higher
b) Literary languages- Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit,

Apabhramsha, Regional Languages.
C) Literature: Canonical- Brahmanical, Buddhist and Jaina
D) Secular-Kavya, Dramas, Biographies, Popular genre(Stories, folk tales)

III : Ancient Indian Religion and Philosophy: 1 15 25

a) Concept of Brahmana Dharma
b) Brahmanical Philosophy- Philosophy of Bhagawadgeeta
c) Buddhism as a Religion And Philosophy
d) Jainism as a Religion And Philosophy
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IV Ancient Indian Art and Architecture: 1 15 25
a) Fine Arts
b) Performing Arts
c) Cave Architecture
d) Temple Architecture and Fortifications

References:
Aiyangar, S. Krishnaswami, 1921. Contribution of South India to Indian Culture,
Calcutta University Lectures, Calcutta.

Altekar, A. S, 1962. The Position of Women in Hindu Civilization, (Third Edition), Delhi,
Motilal Banarsidass,

Barlingay, S.S., 2007. A Modern Introduction to Indian Aesthetic Theory: The
Development from Bharata to Jagannatha, New Delhi, D.K. Printworld.

Basham, A.L, 1975. A Cultural History of India, London, OUP.

Basham, A.L, 1954. The Wonder that was India: A Survey of the Culture of the Indian
Sub-Continent Before the Coming of the Muslims, London, Sidgwick & Jackson,

Basu, Aparna and A .Taneja (ed.s), 2002. Breaking out of Invisibility; Women in Indian
History, New Delhi , Northern Book Centre.

Chakravarti, Uma, 2006. Everyday Lives, Everyday Histories: Beyond the Kings and
Brahmans of ‘Ancient’ India, New Delhi, Tulika Books.

Chandra, Pramod, 1983. On the Study of Indian Art, Cambridge-Massachusetts and
London, Harvard University Press (for the Asia Society).

Chattopadheyaya, S, 1970. Evolution of Hindu Sects, , New Delhi, Munshiram
Manoharlal.

Coomaraswamy, Ananda K., 1995. Essays in Architectural Theory, Delhi, Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts and Oxford University Press.

Dasgupta K. K, 1981. The Gupta Empire and After (300-985A.D), (Published under the
auspices of the Indian History Congress), , New Delhi, People's Publishing House.

Dehejia, Vidya ed., 1999. Representing the Body: Gender Issues in Indian Art, New
Delhi,Kali for Women.

Dhar, Parul Pandya ed., 2011. Indian Art Historiography: Issues, Methods and Trends,
New Delhi, D.K. Printworld and National Museum Institute.

Goswamy, Jaya, 1979. Cultural History of Ancient India, Delhi, Agam Kala Prakashan.

Guha-Thakurta, Tapati, 2004. Monuments, Objects, Histories: Institutions of Art in
Colonial and Post-Colonial India, Ranikhet,, Permanent Black (Indian edition).

Gupte, R.S, 1972. Iconography of the Hindus, Buddhists and Jains, Bombay, D.B.
Traporevala Sons and Co.

Jaiswal, Suvira, 1998. Caste: Origin, Function and Dimensions of Change, Delhi,



21

Manohar Publisher.

Jha, D.N,. ed., 1996. Society and Ideology in India, Essays in Honour of Professor
R.S.Sharma, Delhi, Munshiram Manoharlal.

Kosambi, D. D, 1981. The Culture and Civilization of Ancient India in Historical Outline
(Sixth Impression), New Delhi, Vikas Publishing Pvt. Ltd.

Lienhard, Siegfried, 1984. A History of Classical Poetry, Sanskrit – Pali – Prakrit,
Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden.

Maity, S. K, 1983. Cultural Heritage of Ancient India, New Delhi, Abhinav Publications.

Maity, S. K, 1974. Gupta Civilization: A Study, Calcutta.

Majumdar, A. K, 1983. Concise History of Ancient India, Vol. III , Hinduism
Society, Religion and Philosophy, New Delhi,.Munshiram Manoharlal.

Majumdar, R. C, 2015. The History and Culture of the Indian People, 8th edition,
Bombay, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan.

Miller, Barbara Stoler ed., 1992. The Powers of Art: Patronage in Indian Culture, Oxford
University Press.

Misra, R.N., 1975. Ancient Indian Artists and Art Activity, Simla, Indian Institute of
Advanced Study.

Mitter, Partha, 1977. Much Maligned Monsters: A History of European Reactions to
Indian Art, Oxford, Clarendon Press.

Mookerji, R. K, 1960. Ancient Indian Education (Brahmanical and Buddhist) (Third
Edition), Delhi, Motilal Banarsidass.

Mugali, R. S., 1975. History of Kannada Literature., New Delhi, Sahitya Akademi.

Nandi, R. N, 1986. Social Roots of Religion, Calcutta,. K. P. Bagchi & Co.

Olivelle, Patrick, 2011. Language, Texts, and Society: Explorations in Ancient Indian
Culture and Religion, Anthem Press.

Pollock, Sheldon, 2007. The Language of the Gods in the World of Men: Sanskrit,
Culture and Power in Premodern India, Delhi, Permanent Black.

Rao, Velcheru Narayana and David Shulman (eds & trans.), 2002. Classical Telugu
Poetry: An Anthology, New Delhi, Oxford University Press.

Ray, Himanshu Prabha and Carla M. Sinopoli, (eds.), 2004. Archaeology as History in
Early South Asia, New Delhi, Indian Council of Historical Research and Aryan Books
International.

Ray, Niharranjan, 1974. An Approach to Indian Art, Chandigarh, Punjab University
Publication Bureau.

Roy, Kumkum (ed), 1999. Women in Early Indian Societies, Delhi, Manohar.



22

Sastri, K. A. Nilakanta, 1967. Age of the Nandas and Mauryas,(Second edition), Delhi,
Motilal Banarsidass.

Sastri, K. A. Nilakanta, 1957. A Comprehensive History of India, The Mauryas
and Satavahanas, (B.C. 325 to A.D. 300), Vol. II, Bombay, Orient Longman.

Sastri, K. A. Nilakanta, 1974. Aspects of Indian History and Culture, Delhi, Oriental
Publishers.

Sengupta, Gautam and Kaushik Gangopadhyay, (eds.), 2009. Archaeology in India:
Individuals, Ideas and Institutions, New Delhi, Munshiram Manoharlal.

Sharma, R. S, Jha, V.Sircar, D. C, (eds.), 1974. Indian Society: Historical Probings,
Delhi.

Sharma, R. S, 1983. Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India, New
Delhi, Munishiram Manoharlal.

Sharma, R. S, 1980. Sudras in Ancient India, Delhi, Motilal Banarsidass.

Sharma, R.S, 1983. Material Cultural and Social Formation in Ancient India, Delhi,
Macmillan India Ltd.

Sharma, Ram Sharan, 2003. Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India,
Delhi, Munshiram Manoharlal.

Sharma, Ram Sharan, 1969. Social Changes in Early Medieval India (c.AD 500-1200).
Sharma, T.R.S., C.K.Seshadre, June Gaur(ed), 2001. Ancient Indian Literature. 3 vols.:
Delhi,, Sahitya Akademi.

Singh, Upinder, 2009. A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: from the Stone
Age to the 12th century, Delhi, Pearson Longman.

Singh, Upinder, 2004. The Discovery of Ancient India: early archaeologists and the
beginning of Archaeology, Delhi, Permanent Black.

Thapar, R, 1978. Ancient Indian Social History : Some Interpretations, Bombay, Orient
Longmans Ltd.

Thapar, R, 2000. Cultural Pasts: Essays in Early Indian History, New Delhi, O.U. P.

Thapar, R, 2002. Early India: From the Origins to A.D. 1300, L. A., University of
California Press.

Warder, A.K., Indian Kavya Literature. 6 vols. Delhi, Motilal Banarsidass.

Weber, Max, 1968. Religion of India: The Sociology of Hinduism and Buddhism, New
York.

Willis, Michael, 2009. The Archaeology of Hindu Ritual: Temples and the establishment
of the gods, Cambridge University Press.



23

Winternitz, M. A, 1996. History of Indian Literature, reprint edn, Delhi, Motilal
Banarsidass.

Books in Marathi :

्ोसंबी., डी. डी., २००६. पाची् ्ारिीय संस्ृिी व सभयिा, पुिे, डायमंड पब्ल्ेि्.

ढवळी्र, मबु्र, ्ोि होिे शसबूं लो्, पुिे, राणहंस प्ाि्.

थापर, रोशमला, (अ्ुवाद : रं. ्ा. गायब्ी, वासंिी फड्े), द पनबगव् हहस्ट ऑफ अल् इंडडया. पारं्ापासू्
१३०० पयि्चा पाची् ्ारिाचा इतिहास, मंुबई, ्े सागर पब्ल्ेि्.

थापर, रोशमला, (अ्ुवाद : िराविी शिरगाव्र), १९८८. अिो् आणि मौया्चा ऱहास, मंुबई, महाराष् राजय
साहहतय संस्ृिी मंडळ.

िमाम, रामिरि (अ्ुवाद : पंढरट्ाथ रा्ड)े, २००६. पाची् ्ारिािील सामाबण् ववचार आणि संसथा, पुिे,
डायमंड पब्ल्ेि्.


	Robinson, Andrew. 2015. The Indus: Lost Civilizati
	Roy, Tirthankar, 2004. Traditional Industry in the
	Stehr, Emily 2017. Interesting History of Mumbai a
	Objectives: 
	To understand the details of social movements
	To discuss the Tribal and Peasant movement
	To study the Dalit movement
	To analyse the Labour movement
	Course Content:           Credit            Lectu
	Sunthankar B.R., 1988. Nineteenth Century History 
	Syed M, 2012. Periyar E.V. Ramasamy, Himalaya Publ
	Raghaviah V, 1971. Tribal Revolts, Andhra Rashtra 
	Stephen Fuchs, 1977.The Aboriginal Tribes of India

	Books in Marathi : 
	अजय कुमार, २००९. पेरियार रामास्वामी: जीवन और दर्शन
	पटनायक किशन, २००९.  किसान आंदोलन : दशा और दिशा, रा
	Bassiouni, M. Cherif, 2015, Globalization and Its 
	Bogaerts, Els,  Remco Raben, 2012. Beyond Empire a
	Boyer, Paul S. (ed.), 2001. The Oxford Companion t
	Cameron, Deborah, 2018. Feminism: Ideas in Profile
	Draguhn, Werner, David S.G. Goodman(ed) 2002. Chin
	Gordenker, Leon (ed), 2017, The United Nations in 
	           Jansen, Jan C., Jürgen Osterhammel, 201
	Monteiro, Nuno P., 2014, Theory of Unipolar Politi
	Rothermund, Dietmar,   2006. The Routledge Compani
	Saich, Tony, Hans J. Van De Ven, 2015, New Perspec
	Stiglitz, Joseph, 2015, Globalization and Its Disc
	Weiss, Thomas G.,  Sam Daw(ed), 2018.The Oxford Ha
	Chris Scarre, Brian M. Fagan, 2016. Ancient Civili
	Phillip Campbell, 2016., The Story of Civilization
	Philip J. Adler, Randall L. Pouwels, 2014. World C
	Sharma, Sehdev and Damanjit Kaur Pahuja, 2017. Fiv
	a) Science and Technological Developments - Agricu
	    Textile, Metallurgy and Military Technology
	b) Astronomy in the Arab world and its impact on I
	    with special reference to Sawai Jai Singh.
	c) Various theories of medicine- Unani, Siddha, 
	    Tantric Aids and Superstitious beliefs. 

	Chandra Sudhir, 2008. 2nd Ed. Enslaved Daughters: 

	Gupta, Garodia, Archana, 2019. The Women Who Ruled
	Kosambi, Meera, 2011, Crossing Thresholds Paperbac
	Kosambi, Meera, 2013. Mahatma Gandhi and Prema Kan
	Kosambi, Meera, 2016. Pandita Ramabai: Life and la
	Sarkar, Tanikar, 2009.  Rebels, Wives, Saints – De
	Sorabji, Richard 2010. Opening Doors: The Untold S
	Vadgama, 
	वरदे, मोहिनी, २०१७. रखमाबाई एक आर्त, मुंबई, पॉप्यु
	I : Agrarian Economy and State                   
	II : Trade, Commerce and Banking                1 
	III : Industries and Technology                   
	IV :  Process of Urbanization                     
	 
	Objectives: 
	The nature and structure of Urban  and Rural Socie
	To understand the development of Education, Litera
	To understand the development of Art and Architect
	III  Education and Literature                    
	Objectives:
	Guidelines for Research Proposal :
	Evaluation:
	CriteriaMarks



	To study sources of Maratha history.
	To comprehend the performing arts and celebrations
	To focus on Art and Architecture under the Maratha
	Kulkarni, A. R., 2008. Studies in Maratha History,
	Research -II

	Internship -I
	Program
	Internship for Semester IV of MA History Students 
	Evaluation Rubrics :


	Objectives: 
	Course Content:            Credit            Le
	Internship -II
	Guidelines
	After completion of the internship students should
	External Evaluation
	Marks

	Total100



